Recently we have reported [1] six new cell cycle inhibitors belonging to plant polyphenolics from Rubus aleaefolius Poir. (family Rosacae), the source plant of a traditional Chinese medicine Cuye Xuangouzi, which is used also as a folk medicine to cure certain cancers in partial area of China. In a continuation of that work, this communication describes a new pentacyclic triterpene, 3a,23-O-isopropylidenyl-2a,19a-dihydroxy-urs-12-en-28-oic acid (1), obtained from Rubus aleaefolius Poir., which inhibits mammalian cell cycle at G0/G1 phase.
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The roots (3 kg) of R. aleaefolius were extracted with 60% aqueous alcohol to give an alcoholic extract (435 g) possessing potential inhibitory activity on the cell cycle of tsFT210 cells [1] . The alcoholic extract was thus suspended in water and then extracted successively with chloroform and ethyl acetate to obtain an active ethyl acetate extract (78 g). This extract was further separated by repeated solvent-extraction, silica gel column chromatography, preparative HPLC and recrystallization procedure in a bioassay-guided manner to obtain pure 1 (26.8 mg). 
